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#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ρς 
 

(-3 "ÒÉÔÏÍÁÒÔȟ ÔÈÅ &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÁÔ !ËÁÒÏÁȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÍÏÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ /ÌÄ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌȭÓ 

 
When Captain William Symonds completed the negotiations with .ÇàÔÉ 7ÈàÔÕÁ over the sale of the 
site for Auckland in September 1840, the Union Jack was unfurled on the headland jutting into the 
7ÁÉÔÅÍÁÔà ËÎÏ×Î ÂÙ -àÏÒÉ ÁÓ Te Rerenga Oraiti [The leap of the survivors]. It had been the site of a 
Ðà ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅÄ by .ÇàÔÉ 7ÈàÔÕÁ about 1680, when Ngàti Whàtua led by their renowned military leader 
Kàwharu attacked a defending party of Ngàti Huarere, the survivors leaping from the cliff to their 
freedom or death into the harbour. It was called Flagstaff Hill until officially named Point Britomart 
after HMS Britomart , a 237-ton Cherokee-class two-masted brig of 10 guns (Fig. 12.1). A sister-ship 
of HMS Beagle (which had a mizzen mast added prior to the voyage of 1831ɀ36), she was one of 
several ships in Australasian waters carrying out hydrographic surveys for the Admiralty. By the time 
the Britomart arrived ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÉÔÅÍÁÔà ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ρψτπ, an important diplomatic service had been 
performed by her Captain, Commander Owen Stanley RN for the Crown in the South Island; Stanley 
and the Britomart  were rewarded by having their names attached to several of Auckland's 
geographical features including Flagstaff Hill.  
 

 
 
Figure 12.1: Setting the rigging up at sea. 9 March 1838. HMS Britomart. a 10-gun brig with two  square-rigged 
masts; to improve maneuverability the main mast carried a gaff-rigged fore-and-aft sail not yet raised. Detail 
from a pencil and watercolour sketch by Commander Owen Stanley RN, FRS. Original 26.5 x 38 cm. From Vol 1: 
Voyage of HMS Britomart  from 1837 to 1843/drawn by Owen Stanley. (Courtesy of the Mitchell Library, State 
Library of New South Wales) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaff_rig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fore-and-aft
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 Figure 12.2: Commander Owen 
Stanley RN, FRS (1811ɀ1850). By the 
time of his arrival in New Zealand in 
1840, Stanley had already achieved 
distinction as a hydrographer. He 
was responsible for charting Akaroa 
Harbour on Banks Peninsula, and the 
7ÁÉÔÅÍÁÔà Harbour. Stanley Point 
and Stanley Bay on Auckland's North 
Shore, and the Owen Stanley Range, 
part of the central mountain-chain in 
Papua New Guinea, are named after 
him. Watercolour on paper, image 
cropped from mount. Signed FC 
1837 with Stanley written  on the 
verso. 26.5 x 19.6 cm. (Courtesy of 
the Stamford Collection, Dunham 
Massey Hall, Cheshire, and the 
National Trust: NT 930010)  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMS Britomart  captained by Commander Owen Stanley from December 1837 to April 1843 (Fig. 
12.2), had been sent over from Sydney to the Bay of Islands to replace HMS Herald. The exchange was 
Gipps solution to an acrimonious quarrel between Captain Joseph Nias RN, and Lieutenant-Governor 
Hobson over naval protocol. Britomart  arrived ÏÆÆ +ÏÒÏÒàÒÅËÁ on 2 July 1840, and Stanley an 
accomplished artist who left a prolific  collection of watercolours,[1] sketched the settlement which 
was not much more than a row of ramshackle huts and houses (Fig. 13.3). At the time of the 
"ÒÉÔÏÍÁÒÔȭÓ arrival  Hobson had taken up residence in Okiato (Old Russell), his temporary capital four 
miles to the south. 
 
In addition to the Anglican and Wesleyan Church Missions ÁÔ +ÏÒÏÒàÒÅËÁ, the Catholic Mission had 
recently been established in the settlement by the French Bishop Jean-Baptiste François Pompallier 
(1802ɀ1871), staffed with priests and lay brothers from the newly founded Order of the Society of 
Mary (Marists). One ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÈÏÒÎÓ ÉÎ (ÏÂÓÏÎȭs side, Pompallier had assented to the signing of 
the Treaty of Waitangi, and been present at the ceremony departing soon afterwards; Hobson agreed 
to defend the Catholic faith, but suspected the Bishop of encouraging -àÏÒÉ resistance to British 
authority  by conspiring with undesirable persons.[2] Aiding and abetting Pompallier ÉÎ (ÏÂÓÏÎȭÓ 
imagination was the colourful and controversial figure of Baron Charles de Thierry, raised in England 
the son of a French émigré, the Baron claimed to have bought 40,000 acres ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÒÅÅ .ÇàÐÕÈÉ ÃÈÉÅÆÓ 
in the Hokianga region of Northland through Thomas Kendall in 1822 for 36 axes. He was attempting 
to establish ownership of the land for a proposed settlement where, with more than a touch of folie 
de grandeur, he would reign over his colonists ÁÓ Ȭ3ÏÖÅÒÅÉÇÎ #ÈÉÅÆ ÏÆ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄȭ (see Chapter 4). 
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Figure 12.3: +ÏÒÏÒàÒÅËÁȟ "ÁÙ ÏÆ )ÓÌÁÎÄÓȟ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄȟ υόψτȢ Pencil and watercolour by Commander Owen 
Stanley RN, FRS. 15 x 22.6 cm. Gift of Mrs Charles Stanley (Eliza), the artist's sister-in-law. Part of the Royal 
Society of Tasmania Collection, 1900. (Courtesy Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Hobart. Ref: AG1938) 

 

 
 
The French at Akaroa  
Stanley had just started charting the harbour, when on 10 July the L'Aube, a 32-gun French corvette 
commanded by Captain Charles François Lavaud (1798ɀ1878) arrived in the Bay. The French had 
been reluctant to lay claim to New Zealand, but in January 1840 Lavaud received instructions from 
the Minister of the Navy, Admiral Guy-Victor Duperré (1775ɀ1846), to the effect that King Louis-
Philippe had authorised a settlement in the South Island of New Zealand on Banks Peninsula. He was 
to sail for Nouvelle-Zélande as Commissaire du Roi, and prepare for the arrival of a party of colonists 
the Compagnie Nanto-Bordelaise were sending to Akaroa ɀ henceforth to be known as Port Louis-
Philippe, where they planned to establish an agricultural and commercial settlement.[3] According to 
the instructions issued to Lavaud by Duperré, he was to hoist the French flag at Akaroa, but at no 
other point of the South Island. The French had considered establishing a convict settlement in New 
Zealand, but like the British thought they already had enough colonies, convict and otherwise.  
 
The proposed settlement was the brain child of Jean François Langlois (1808ɀ?), captain of the French 
whaling ship Cachalot. Banks Peninsula had become an important  European whaling centre and in 
1838 impressed by the climate and numerous sheltered bays, Langlois conceived the idea of 
establishing a French colony at Akaroa to service the whaling industry. At the time more than sixty 
French whaling ships regularly visited New Zealand on expeditions lasting on average about two 
years; a French man-of-war was stationed in the area to maintain discipline on board the whalers, 
and provide logistical support. In the aftermath of Te Rauparaha's attacks on .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ at Akaroa in 
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1830, Banks Peninsula was sparsely populated; there were probably fewer than two hundred Màori 
in the whole region. Most of the survivors had fled further south, and those who had been captured 
were still slaves of .ÇàÔÉ 4ÏÁ in the North Island.[4] The warlike disposition ÏÆ -àÏri in the North 
Island, made the South Island an attractive place to establish a colony.  
 
After entering into negotiations with several .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ chiefs Langlois found at Port Cooper 
(Lyttelton) , on 2 August 1838 a deed was executed in which ... ȰThe vendors and grantors hereby give 
up all their rights of ownership to Banks Peninsula in ÆÁÖÏÕÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ -Ò ,ÁÎÇÌÏÉÓȢȱ In return the 
vendors were to receive a spot payment of goods to the value of £6 (150 francs) made up as follows: 
a woollen overcoat, 6 pairs of linen trousers, 12 waxed hats, 2 pairs of shoes, a pistol, 2 red woollen 
shirts, a waxed mantle (cloak), and at a later date a further payment of goods valued at £234. This was 
divided into two parts ɀ one to the chiefs of the northern tribes of the peninsula, the other to those 
chiefs at Akaroa. It included those must-ÈÁÖÅÓ ÆÏÒ -àÏÒÉ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÁÌȠ ÍÕÓËÅÔÓȟ ÍÕÓËÅÔ ÂÁÌÌÓȟ ÇÕÎÐÏ×ÄÅÒȟ 
gun-flints, as well as clothes, tobacco and pipes; the second-payment was completed at Pigeon Bay on 
14 August 1840. Langlois thought he had bought the whole of the peninsula calculating its area at 
30,000 acres; the present whereabouts of the original deed is not known, but there are three known 
manuscript copies in existence.[4] 
 
One problem in store for the future when the validity of the transaction was examined by the Land 
Claims Commission, was that Langlois did not speak Màori , had precious little English, and the Port 
Cooper chiefs had no French; any discussion that took place would have been in pidgin English, a poor 
basis for a binding legal document.[4] To validate the claim and make sure he had the backing of the 
French government, Langlois asked Captain Jean-Baptiste Cécile of the French corvette L'Héroïne, 
stationed in New Zealand to protect the whaling fleet declare Banks Peninsula to be the property of 
France. Captain Cécile agreed, the French Tricolour was run up at Port Cooper, a salute was fired, and 
a declaration made that Banks Peninsula was a French possession. Comforting as this ceremony may 
have seemed to Langlois, it had no legal status; Captain Cécile was not empowered to annex territory 
for France, and his action was never ratified by the French Government.[2] 
 
Langlois returned to France and after protracted negotiation with the government and difficulty 
finding investors, transferred his Banks Peninsula land title to a group of businessmen from the cities 
of Nantes and Bordeaux, who formed the Compagnie Nanto-Bordelaise to buy land in New Zealand 
and promote its settlement.[3] The nominal capital of the company was one million francs (£42,000), 
but only one sixth was actually paid up. Reports in the French press that Britain had sent Captain 
Hobson to acquire the sovereignty of New Zealand created alarm that foreigners would be excluded 
from the sealing and fishing grounds; rumours that were sufficient to overcome Government inaction. 
In December 1839, the Compagnie Nanto-Bordelaise was given permission for Le Mahé, a naval 
transport lent by the Government to the Company and renamed Comte de Paris, to sail from Rochefort 
under Captain Langlois with the first shipload of colonists. What the French and Captain Lavaud didn't 
know when L'Aube left Brest a month later on 19 February 1840, was that a treaty had been signed 
ÁÔ 7ÁÉÔÁÎÇÉ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ -àÏÒÉ two weeks earlier.[3] After taking four months to 
reach Van Diemen's Land, headwinds precluded a direct route to the South Island; as a consequence, 
having to deliver two missionary priests and two lay brothers to reinforce Bishop Pompallier's Roman 
Catholic Mission, Lavaud set a course for +ÏÒÏÒàÒÅËÁ ÉÎ the Bay of Islands ɀ to be greeted on arrival 
by the sight of the Union Jack fluttering over the settlement, Captain William Hobson RN, installed as 
Lieutenant-Governor of New Zealand under Sir George Gipps, Governor of New South Wales, and a 
British warship HMS Britomart  commanded by Captain Owen Stanley RN. As soon as ,ȭ!ÕÂÅ had cast 
anchor, Captain Stanley went on board; courtesy salutes were exchanged and the two officers 
remained good friends, which proved helpful in view of subsequent events.[2] 
 
Soon afterwards Captain Lavaud received an invitation to call on the Governor and was received with 
courtesy by Hobson, Mrs Hobson, the Surveyor-General and Colonial Secretary. Owen Stanley acted 



10 
 

as interpreter  as neither Hobson nor any of his officers could speak French.[2] #ÁÐÔÁÉÎ ,ÁÖÁÕÄȭs 
knowledge of English was almost as limited , although it was suspected he understood it better than 
he let on.[2] A man said to be blessed with a level head and a good store of common sense, Lavaud was 
disappointed to learn Hobson had declared British sovereignty over the whole of New Zealand on 21 
May 1840, and Major Thomas Bunbury over the South Island at Cloudy Bay on 17 June. Had the 
expedition been dispatched earlier, the South Island might have passed into French hands. Relations 
between Hobson and Lavaud were cordial  as befitting fellow naval officers, and their  visit certainly 
enlivened the social life of the small community, but Lavaud was left at a disadvantage. As he had left 
France before British sovereignty had been declared, without orders f rom his Government, Lavaud 
could neither directly nor indirectly recognise British supremacy.[2] He therefore decided to maintain 
the dignity of France by refusing to acknowledge Hobson's position as Lieutenant-Governor, 
continuing to address him as Captain, which Hobson is said to have found irritating.   
 
On 17 July Lavaud received a visit from some French settlers and the captains of French ships at 
+ÏÒÏÒàÒÅËÁ ×ÈÏ Ï×ÎÅÄ land, alarmed by the recent proclamation that Land Claims Commissioners 
were to investigate all pre-Treaty land claims, and no grant was to exceed 2560 acres. The following 
evening Baron de Thierry came on board asking for protection for his life and property at Hokianga 
claiming both were in dangerȟ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÌÏÃÁÌ -àÏÒÉ, but also from Europeans who had purchased 
and settled on land that formed part of the de Thierry claim. Lavaud pointed out it was not possible 
to bring a barbarous people under the influence of law and order without a military force, and passed 
him on to Hobson, who explained he was about to appoint a Police Magistrate at Hokianga.[3] In the 
course of their discussions as to the attitude he proposed to adopt towards the property of French 
nationals resident in New Zealand, Lavaud informed Hobson that 30,000 acres had been purchased 
by a French whaler named Jean Langlois at Akaroa, where the French intended to establish a colony. 
Unaware of this development, Hobson replied he was not particularly concerned about ownership of 
the land; in time the sale would be examined by the Land Claims Commissioners as for any other 
European claimȟ ÐÏÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÅÎ -àÏÒÉ ÓÏÌÄ ÌÁÎÄȟ ÔÈÅÙ only sold the land, not its sovereignty. 
 
Nevertheless, Hobson in a high state of nervous tension decided to send HMS Britomart  at once to 
Akaroa with two police magistrates, tasked with exercising the civil authority  of Her Majesty over the 
district.  HMS Britomart left the Bay of Islands on 23 July with Michael Murphy (1806ɀ1852) and 
Charles Barrington  Robinson (1812ɀ1900) on board; two men maintaining a precarious existence by 
practicing ÌÁ× ÉÎ +ÏÒÏÒàÒÅËÁ.[3] They were to open courts and administer  justice where required, 
ÔÈÅÒÅÂÙ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ÁÎ Ȭ!ÃÔ ÏÆ 0ÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȭ ÂÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÓÏÖÅÒÅÉÇÎÔÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄȢ After a 
difficult voyage Britomart  reached Akaroa Heads on 10 August 1840, and entered a long narrow 
harbour encircled by steep snow-capped mountains. It was the eroded crater of one of the two large 
volcanos (the other is Lyttleton Harbour) that formed Banks Peninsula; during his stay Stanley 
surveyed the Harbour (Fig. 12.4).  
 
Next day Stanley accompanied by the two magistrates and naval officers in full dress uniform, visited 
the only two places where there were settler houses. As he reported later to Hobson, the Union Jack 
×ÁÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÁÔ 'ÒÅÅÎȭÓ 0ÏÉÎÔ ɉ! ÓÔÏÎÅ ÏÂÅÌÉÓË ÍÁÒËÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÐot where the flag was raised) and a Court of 
Petty Sessions, ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÎÏÔÉÃÅ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÄÁÙ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄȟ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȭ!ÃÔ ÏÆ 
0ÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȭ 4ÈÉÓ ÃÕÒÉÏÕÓ 0àËÅÈà ÒÉÔÕÁÌ ×ÁÓ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÎÁÔÉÖÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÐÐÌÁÕÄÅÄ 
the occasion by firing a fusillade from a collection of ancient muskets. However, no litigant appeared 
before the frock-coated magistrates at either site, sitting under the shade of a large tree on the 
beach.[2] The ceremony was repeated at several whaling stations around the peninsula.  
 
Contrary to the legend of there having been a race between Stanley and Lavaud to reach Akaroa, it 
seems there had been an understanding between the two commanders. Captain Lavaud who was in 
no mind to provoke a diplomatic incident gave the Britomart  a 4-day start, and did not sail until 27 
July. ,ȭ!ÕÂÅ arrived off Akaroa on 11 August, but contrary winds delayed her entering the harbour for 
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four days. Meanwhile, on 9 August the Comte de Paris with sixty -three settlers including six members 
of the German Breitmeyer family had reached Pigeon Bay on the northern side of the peninsula. On 
ρτ !ÕÇÕÓÔȟ ,ÁÎÇÌÏÉÓ ÈÅÌÄ Á ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÃÁÌ -àÏÒÉ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÄÅÅÄ ÏÆ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÒÁÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
.ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ chief Iwikau (who had signed the Treaty of Waitangi on HMS Herald at Akaroa on 30 May 
1840), and the goods comprising the second payment were distributed. The Comte De Paris reached 
!ËÁÒÏÁ (ÁÒÂÏÕÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÄÁÙÓ ÌÁÔÅÒȟ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÇÒÅÅÔÅÄ ÂÙ Á -àÏÒÉ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
peninsula, not all of them friendly. By August 1840 a large contingent of .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ had returned after 
nearly a decade of captivity in the North Island, which did not affect their customary rights to the land 
ɀ ÔÈÅ !ËÁÒÏÁ -àÏÒÉ protested they had not sold any land, and would permit no one to disembark until 
they had been paid. It soon dawned on Lavaud ȢȢȢȱ We had no right to come and settle in Akaroa, where 
no French person, not even Mr Langlois, owned one square inch of landȢȱ [4]  
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Figure 12.4: Akaroa Harbour by Commander Owen Stanley 1840. Hydrographic chart with soundings in fathoms. 
Pakieriki/French Bay is where the French settlement was established. 'ÒÅÅÎȭÓ (ÏÕÓÅ where the Union Jack was 
raised on 11 August 1840 was the home of William Green, who arrived in Akaroa in 1839 with the first shipment 
of cattle to Canterbury. (Zoom in for detail). Engraved by J & C Walker. Published by the Hydrographic Office of 
the Admiralty, London, 26 February 1844. (Courtesy of Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland City 
Libraries, .Çà 7ÈÁÒÅ -àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ Ï 4àÍÁËÉ -ÁËÁurau; Record ID: NZ Map 5646)  

 

On 27 August 1840 when Stanley and the Britomart  left Akaroa, Robinson remained in the settlement 
as Resident Magistrate to look after British interests, establishing a good working relationship with 
Lavaud. Robinson a fluent French speaker agreed not to fly the Union Jack over the settlement, while 
Lavaud and the crew of L'Aube provided the force required to uphold law and order. In January 1843 
Lavaud was recalled to France, and for his sensible handling of an intricate and delicate situation 
awarded the Légion d'honneur. He was replaced by Post-Captain Auguste Bérard on Le Rhin as 
Commissaire du Roi; on Bérard's departure in April 1846, the formal connection between France and 
the Nanto-Bordelaise Company settlement at Akaroa came to an end a thriving settlement had been 
established. However, the validity of the title to the lands claimed by the Nanto-Bordelaise Company 
remained unresolved. Colonel Godfrey and Matthew Richmond, the land commissioners who 
investigated the claim found it too complicated to solve ɀ it turned out that Langlois was not the only 
person to have purchased land on the peninsula, most of the others originating in some way or other 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ wÔàËÁÕ ÃÈÉÅÆ Te Matenga Taiaroa, who had been involved in multiple sales to 
land-grabbing Sydney merchants. The documentation was eventually forwarded to London, and after 
protracted negotiations the company was awarded four acres for every £1 they could prove had been 
spent on the settlement; on 30 June 1849, the Nanto-Bordelaise Company's remaining interests were 
bought out by the New Zealand Company for £4500.[4] The French settlers were offered passages to 
Tahiti with the promise of grants equivalent to their land at Akaroa, but none accepted the proposal.[5] 
 

 
 
Figure 12.5: First encampment of the French immigrants at Akaroa, 1840. Pencil and watercolour by Owen 
Stanley. 15.2 x 24.1 cm. The Comte de Paris arrived on 17 August 1840. Tents were erected the next day and the 
French and German settlers disembarked. !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 3ÔÁÎÌÅÙȭÓ map of Akaroa Harbour the settlement was on 
the bay named Pakieriki/French Bay. (Courtesy of Rex Nan Kivell Collection, National Library of Australia. ID: 
NK4733)  
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HMS Britomart  sails for Port Nicholson  
Stanley left Akaroa on 27 August 1840 for Port Nicholson to drop off Police Magistrate Murphy, 
arriving on 3 September. The weather was ȰÂÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÈÁÒÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ .orthward with heavy squalls and 
about noon the Britomart  beat in and anchored just astern of the Coromandel.Ȱ[6] The Coromandel was 
a 662-ton, 3-masted barque, one of the early immigrant ships bringing New Zealand Company settlers 
to Wellington. The following evening Stanley and Murphy dined with Lieutenant Abel Best of the 80th 
Regiment. According tÏ "ÅÓÔȭÓ ÄÉÁÒÙ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÆÏr the day, Stanley had been unimpressed with Akaroa; the 
harbour was good, but little was to be had there except potatoes, the hills were 3000 feet high, and it 
was very cold. He thought the French settlers would soon abandon their present position and migrate 
to other parts of the islands.[6] The party was broken up by a seaman who informed Stanley the 
Coromandel had dragged her anchor in the heavy weather and fouled the brig. Britomart  managed to 
get clear next day, but had sustained sufficient damage to delay her departure for a week. 
 

 
 
Figure 12.6: Thorndon, Port Nicholson, Britannia, 1840. Pencil and watercolour by Commander Owen Stanley 
RN, FRS (1811ɀ1850). 12.2 x 20.1 cm. View north along the beachline along Thorndon Flat to Pipitea Point. The 
house ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÌÉÓÁÄÅ ÆÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ 0ÉÐÉÔÅÁ 0à ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÒÁÕÐę ×ÈàÒÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅȠ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï-
ÓÔÏÒÅÙ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÉÓ "ÁÒÒÅÔÔȭÓ (ÏÔÅÌȠ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÌÌ ÉÓ #ÏÌÏÎÅÌ 7ÁËÅÆÉÅÌÄȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÅȟ ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Beehive Building. Part of the Royal Society of Tasmania Collection, 1900. (Courtesy of the Tasmanian Museum 
and Art Gallery, Hobart. Ref: AG1950) 
 

The delay enabled Stanley to record some of the earliest scenes of the emerging settlement of 
Wellington, including the first buildings at Thorndon (Fig. 12.6). The two-storied building in the 
centre of the beachfront ÉÓ "ÁÒÒÅÔÔȭÓ (ÏÔÅÌȢ "ÁÒÒÅÔÔ, who had supervised the erection of the first 
temporary housing at Thorndon, built a hotel for himself by converting a two-storey prefabricated 
house brought out from England by Dr George Samuel Evans MA, LLD Glasgow (1802ɀ1868), 
barrister and secretary of the New Zealand Company. It was a popular venue for meetings and other 
functions, opened by a public dinner with much speechifying by local worthies, reported at length by 
the New Zealand Gazette and Britannia Spectator of 24 October 1840.[7] The house on the hill was the 
residence of Colonel William Wakefield until his death in September 1848 when it became 
Government House, occupied by Governor George Grey during his periodic visits after Wellington 
became the capital; Edward Gibbon Wakefield died in the house on 18 May 1862. The site is now 
occupied by the Beehive, the common name for the Executive Wing of the New Zealand Parliament at 
the corner of Molesworth Street and Lambton Quay. 4ÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÓÉÇÎ ÏÆ 0ÉÐÉÔÅÁ 0à ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÌÉÓÁÄÅ ÆÅÎÃÅ 
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on the left; painted by Stanley in a separate watercolour entitled Native Village, Port Nicholson (Fig. 
12.7). The pà ×ÁÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÏÃÃÕÐÉÅÄ ÂÙ .ÇàÔÉ -ÕÔÕÎÇÁ who renounced their rights in 1835 and 
migrated to the Chatham Islands, leaving the land to 4Å @ÔÉÁ×Á who had arrived as refugees from the 
fighting in Taranaki. )Î ρψτπ ÔÈÅ Ðà ÈÏÕÓÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ψπ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÃÃÕÐÉÅÄ ÒÏÕÇÈÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÁÃÒÅȟ 
surrounded by extensive cultivations. 
 

 
 
Figure 12.7: Native Village, Port Nicholson, 1840. Pencil and watercolour by Commander Owen Stanley. 10.1 x 
14.5 cm. )ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ 0ÉÐÉÔÅÁ 0à ×ÉÔÈ Á whare taonga or provision house in the background. Part of the Royal 
Society of Tasmania Collection, 1900. A similar scene drawn in 1842 by Captain William Mein Smith, Surveyor 
General for the New Zealand Company entitled Courtyard in Pipitea Pa at Wellington, was lithographed by Day 
and Haghe, London, 1845. (Courtesy of the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Hobart. Ref: AG1954) 
 

Stanley ÃÈÁÒÔÓ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÉÔÅÍÁÔà  
HMS Britomart  arrived on the 7ÁÉÔÅÍÁÔà in October to carry out the first detailed survey of the 
harbour. Soundings of the harbour and the Rangitoto channel was the main focus; naming the 
geographical features of a barren landscape appears to have been left to Felton Matthew, who 
bestowed ÔÈÅ ÓÈÉÐȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ on Flagstaff Point and changed the name of Second Point to Stanley Point. 
Third Point became Stokes Point where the harbour bridge joins the north shore. Màori villages on 
the southern shoreline were recorded at Horotiu (Commercial Bay); Mangahekia (Official Bay); 
Mataharehare (Judges Bay); Remuera (Native village) ÁÎÄ wËàÈÕ "ÁÙ ɉwÒÁËÅÉɊ (Fig. 12.8). 
 
3ÔÁÎÌÅÙȭÓ ÃÈÁÒÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÕÓÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ replaced by a more detailed chart in 1849 by Captain John Lort Stokes 
(1811ɀ1885) on HMS Acheron, a steam-paddle sloop during the first full hydrographic survey of New 
Zealand 1848ɀ1851. Due to budget cuts Acheron was replaced by a smaller vessel HMS Pandora from 
1851ɀ1856 captained by Commander Byron Drury (1815ɀ1888) including the survey of the 
Manukau Harbour in 1853, partly shown in Figure 9.8. Stokes had served on HMS Beagle for close on 
18 years and was assistant surveyor on the second voyage from 1831 to 1836 under Robert FitzRoy, 
sharing a cabin with Charles Darwin. The charts produced by Stokes remain in use to this day.[8]   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byron_Drury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Darwin
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Figure 12.8: Wai-temata Harbour. Surveyed by Captain Owen Stanley, HMS Britomart , by Lieutenant P Fisher 
and PC Bean Master, J & C Walker sculpt. 1840. HÙÄÒÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÉÔÅÍÁÔà (ÁÒÂÏÕÒ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ 
to the Rangitoto Channel. Numbers are depths in fathoms. (Zoom in for detail). Snipped from a map published 
by the Hydrographic Office of the Admiralty, 4 November 1841. 43 x 57 cm. Map scale approximately 1:40,000. 
The top panel is the coastal profile at the Northern Entrance to the Harbour at the top of the chart, but upside 
down! (Courtesy of the Alexander Turnbull Library, National Library of New Zealand, Te Puna -àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ o 
Aotearoa. MapColl-1840/chart )  
 

As for Stanley and the Britomart , in February 1841 he received orders to leave New Zealand and 
return to the doomed settlement of Port Essington in northern Australia as guard ship. After another 
two years in the vaporous heat of the tropics the ÓÈÉÐȭÓ timbers rotting away, Britomart  became so 
unseaworthy she was not considered worth repairing. In April 1843 Britomart  was sold at auction in 
Singapore for £1100 to a merchant who intended to work  her to carry pilgrims to Mecca.[2] A sad end 
for the old ship and her commander. However, before taking our leave of Commander Stanley, we 
should mention what he is better known for ɀ the surveying and exploration voyage of his final 
command HMS Rattlesnake, the former ship of Captain William Hobson RN. 
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Captain Owen Stanley and HMS Rattlesnake: 1846ɀ1850  
Stanley arrived back in England in 1843 after six years of continuous service abroad to find he had 
been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1842, ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ ȬÁÃÑÕÁÉÎÔÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÎÁÕÔÉÃÁÌ 
surveying and improvement of the sextant,ȭ ÁÎÄ headed for Norfolk where his father was the Bishop 
of Norwich. In September 1844 he was promoted to Captain for his services on the Britomart , but had 
been home for a year without being offered another ship, spending most of 1845 assigned to shore 
duty.[2] Relief eventually arrived in April 1846 on being appointed commander of a surveying 
expedition to Australia and New Guinea, and in September he took command of HMS Rattlesnake, an 
Atholl-class, 28-gun frigate (Fig. 12.9).  
 

 
 
Figure 12.9: Trading with the natives at Coral Haven, June 1849. 7ÁÔÅÒÃÏÌÏÕÒ ÂÙ #ÁÐÔÁÉÎ /×ÅÎ 3ÔÁÎÌÅÙ φϴȱ Ø 
9½.ȱ On the mount is written HMS Rattlesnake bartering with native canoes off the Pig Island, Louisiade 
Archipelago, June 1849. The islands of the Louisiade Archipelago had been discovered by Luis Váez de Torres in 
1606; in 1768, Louis Antoine de Bougainville visited the islands and named them for Louis XV of France. (From 
Owen Stanley ɀ Voyage of HMS Rattlesnake: Vol 1. f.84. Courtesy of the Mitchell Library, State Library of New 
South Wales) 
 

James Cook and Matthew Flinders had charted the Cape York and Torres Strait regions of Australia, 
and the Rattlesnake had been sailed through the Torres Strait in 1835 by Hobson to establish the 
famous Post Office in a small cave on Booby Island, where ships could leave letters in an iron box to 
be forwarded to various destinations by other visiting ships. StÁÎÌÅÙȭÓ Íission was to make a more 
detailed survey of the Inland or Coastal Passage to the Torres Strait, followed by a survey of the 
southeastern coasts of New Guinea and Louisiade Archipelago across the Coral Sea.  
 
After extensive repairs and alterations, HMS Rattlesnake sailed from Spithead on 1 December 1846; 
the full complement of the ship was 184. On board in addition to the naval officers were Dr John 
Thomson MD (Edin), surgeon, [10] naval pay 12s per diem; [11] Thomas Henry Huxley (1825ɀ1895), a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luis_V%C3%A1ez_de_Torres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Antoine_de_Bougainville
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_XV_of_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
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junior surgeon at the Royal Hospital Haslar, assistant-surgeon and biologist, naval pay 7s 6d per diem; 
and ornithologist John MacGillivray (1821ɀ1867) who had spent three years in Australian waters 
with Captain Francis Blackwood RN (1809ɀ1854) on HMS Fly. He had been chosen by Stanley as 
naturalist on £150 a year in preference to Dr Ernst Dieffenbach, the Admiralty choice. !Ô 3ÔÁÎÌÅÙȭÓ 
request MacGillivray had agreed to write the official narrative of the voyage with Stanley providing 
the technical details. With a 15-foot draft Rattlesnake was unsuitable for in-shore mapping and was 
joined by HMS Bramble, a 10-gun cutter of 162-tons commanded by Lieutenant Charles Yule RN 
(1806ɀ1878), ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÎ "ÌÁÃË×ÏÏÄȭÓ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ.[9]  The Bramble required extensive repairs and 
to test the refit  and crew of 36, Stanley sailed 240 miles south to the whaling station at Twofold Bay 
to survey the site for a customs house. Here they found the landscape artist Oswald Walters Brierly 
(1817ɀ1894), who joined the expedition on the invitation of Stanley. 
 
In October 1847 they were able to start surveying the Inland Passage. However, after three months 
and running short of water and with  no guarantee of finding any further north , they were obliged to 
return to Sydney. On 28 April 1848 the Rattlesnake and Bramble again left for the Barrier Reef, 
escorting the 4ÁÍ /ȭ3ÈÁÎÔÅÒ, a barque with the twelve men of the Third Kennedy Expedition planning 
to explore the Cape York Peninsula, who were dropped off at Rockingham Bay. The two ships 
continued the survey, a zig-zag procession of some 600 miles up the Inner Passage to complete an 
unbroken series of triangulations that took 4½ months; on reaching Cape York the crew were 
exhausted and some were beginning to show signs of scurvy.[12] After passing west through the Torres 
Strait to Booby Island the ships parted company. The Bramble finished the survey of Endeavour Strait, 
while the Rattlesnake continued west to the mangrove-fringed bays of Port Essington in Arnhem 
Land, the colony intended to become the Ȭ!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ SingaporeȢȭ Arnhem Land had been named by 
Abel Tasman after the Dutch yacht Arnhem that explored the area in 1623; the skipper Dirck 
Meliszoon had led a party ashore, and together with nine others was killed by aborigines. Stanley had 
been present at the foundation of Port Essington in 1838 on HMS Britomart ; a settlement now 
reduced to a rotting, fever-ridden shanty-town of termite-infested buildings, and the emaciated 
survivors of the military garrison.  
 
Naval custom at the time limited social contact between the captain and crew, and it was on this leg 
of the voyage that the isolation of command began to weigh on Stanley, who increasingly showed 
signs of irritability and violent temper.[9] Surveying captains on long voyages seem to have been 
particularly prone to occupational depression; Pringle Stokes (1793ɀ1828) on the first voyage of HMS 
Beagle, suffered a mental breakdown while carrying out a hydrographic survey of Tiera del Fuego and 
shot himself. Stokes suicide and Captain Robert FitzRoy fearful of his familial history  (his mother was 
a half-sister of Lord Castlereagh who had committed suicide in 1822), took along on the second 
voyage of the Beagle a promising young scientist by the name of Charles Darwin as a dining 
companion, and someone to talk to.[13] FitzRÏÙȭÓ concern was well-founded because he also suffered 
fits of temper and broke down at Valparaiso in 1834, Lieutenant John Wickham having to take 
temporary command. Sadly, &ÉÔÚ2ÏÙȭÓ premonition eventually came to pass and in 1865, after several 
bouts of depression committed suicide by slitting his throat.  
 
The Rattlesnake arrived back in Sydney on 16 January 1849, a few days after the Bramble. Spending 
nine months in the tropics left both vessels infested with cockroaches and rotting timbers; the 
infestation was so bad on the Bramble she was sunk for a week in the harbour to get rid of them. After 
three months refitting, both ships set sail for New Guinea and the Louisisade Archipelago. By 11 June 
they had crossed the Coral Sea to Rossel Island at the eastern end of the chain; after searching for a 
ÂÒÅÁË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÅÆ ÔÈÅÙ ÅÖÅÎÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÁÎ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ Á ÈÁÒÂÏÕÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÁÍÅÄ Ȭ#ÏÒÁÌ (ÁÖÅÎ,ȭ which gave 
Oswald Brierly the opportunity to exercise his artistic skills (Fig. 12.10). By this stage relations 
between Stanley and Huxley had become strained, Huxley being critical not just of Stanley, but also 
his shipmates, which is hardly surprising; alpha-males cooped up in a wooden box for months on end 
in the oppressive heat and humidity of the tropics were bound to get on ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ nerves. Huxley 
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was also bored by the snail-like progress of surveying, and gripped by mental torpor ceased taking 
notes; unlike Thomson and MacGillivray he was never a committed collector, which he did not regard 
as serious science; what interested him was the microanatomy of marine specimens and their  
dissection under his microscope.[12] (ÕØÌÅÙȭÓ journal contains much bitter and sarcastic criticism of 
Stanley, particularly his reluctance to take risks; they had been nearly a month at Coral Haven before 
Stanley plucked up the courage to land.[9] For naturalists wishing to collect specimens and others 
wishing to explore new territory this was highly frustrating, but Stanley was responsible for 
maintaining the security of the ship and the lives of the crew. Eventually on 16 August, they saw the 
coast of New Guinea for the first time and anchored in the shelter of Brummer Island, four miles off 
the coast. 
 

 
 
Figure 12.10: First arrival of white men amongst the islands of the Louisisade Archipelago. Title from inscribed 
label on verso. Also known as HMS Rattlesnake and boats in Coral Haven, Louisiade Archipelago. 61 x 108.5 
cm. Watercolour by Oswald Walters Brierly (1817ɀ1894). (Courtesy of the National Library of Australia. ID: 
1712357) 

 
Little more than a running survey was achieved between Rossel Island and Cape Possession and 
neither Stanley or any member of the expedition set foot on the mainland of New Guinea. The French 
had covered much of the ground, charting it so accurately they could find no fault with it. As Dr 
4ÈÏÍÓÏÎ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄȢ Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÔÈÉÓ 4ÅÒÒÁ )ÎÃÏÇÎÉÔÁ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ËÎÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ×ÁÓ 
known of it before our visitȢȱ[9] But 3ÔÁÎÌÅÙȭÓ ÃÁÕÔÉÏÎ was justified; the natives were dangerous and 
unpredictable. Before they left for New Guinea, word had reached Sydney of the fate of the Kennedy 
overland expedition; a dismal failure defeated by the impossible conditions. Of the twelve men that 
set out just three skeletal survivors made it back to Sydney; Kennedy had been killed by aborigines 
with  a spear in the back, and the rest had died of illness and/or  starvation.[12] The following year 
/Ó×ÁÌÄ "ÒÉÅÒÌÙȭÓ previous employer Benjamin Boyd, was killed and eaten by cannibals on Guadalcanal 
in the Solomon Islands. The French were equally wary of the natives, and ÈÁÄÎȭÔ ÌÁÎÄÅÄ ÅÉÔÈÅÒȢ On 9 
January 1850 HMS Rattlesnake her mission completed headed for Sydney. Soon after leaving the 
Duchâteau Islands, Stanley suffered a seizure and although semi-paralysed, on 5 February managed 
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to take the ship into her berth in Sydney Harbour. A week later he was ÆÏÕÎÄ ÌÙÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÎ ȬÅÐÉÌÅÃÔÉÃ ÆÉÔȭ 
on the floor of his cabin. He had fallen on his head and remained unconscious, until  with more than a 
hint of irony, Stanley died in the arms of Huxley, a worn-out, prematurely-aged thirty-eight-year-
old.[9] His final resting place a graveyard in the North Sydney suburb of Cammeray. 
 
On his return to England, Dr John Thomson went into practice; he had collected the first specimens of 
a delicate lilac flower Dendrobium phalaenopsis, during the survey of Mount Adolphus Island. Samples 
were sent back to London where it was misnamed the Cooktown Orchid, Cooktown being more than 
300 miles to the south; in 1959 it was selected as the state flower of Queensland. John MacGillivrayȭÓ 
two volume account of the voyage Narrative of the Voyage of HMS Rattlesnake was published in 
1852.[14] In 1848 he had married Williamina Gray in Sydney. They had a son and two daughters, but 
in 1852 he abandoned them in London and sailed back to Australia, where he joined HMS Herald on 
his third expedition, a survey of the Australian coast and Fiji; he left the ship in 1854 after a 
disagreement with the Captain. Huxley found MacGÉÌÌÉÖÒÁÙȭÓ ×ÉÆÅ in London, sick with tuberculosis, 
ÄÏ×Î ÔÏ ȬÈÅÒ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÈÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÈÏÕÓÅȢȭ (Å ÃÏllected £50 for their passage to 
Australia to enable her and the children to join her parents, but she died at sea two weeks out from 
Sydney. MacGillivray, drummed out of the Service died alone and destitute in a Sydney hostel on 6 
June 1867, a drunken hobo, with  ȬÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÕÎËÎÏ×Îȭ written on the death certificate.[12]  
 
The star of the voyage was Thomas Henry (ÕØÌÅÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ Ȭ$ÁÒ×ÉÎȭÓ "ÕÌÌÄÏÇȢȭ 
Huxley had been born into a middle-class family fallen on hard times, and received little formal 
education. At 15 he had been apprenticed to Thomas Chandler, a reforming surgeon in Rotherhithe, 
where the Dickensian poverty, crime and disease he witnessed marked him for life. After attending 
lectures at Sydenham College, a private anatomy school, in September 1842, the 17-year-old Huxley 
won a free scholarship to ,ÏÎÄÏÎȭÓ ÎÅ×ÅÓÔ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ #ÈÁÒÉÎÇ #ÒÏÓÓ worth £42 a year; the 
scholarships were for the sons of distressed gentlemen, his father qualifying as a former teacher at 
Ealing School. Huxley distinguished himself as a medical student winning several prizes, but on 
finishing his hospital training and deeply in debt, instead of completing his University of London MB 
examinations, applied for a commission as an assistant surgeon in the Royal Navy, and at the age of 
twenty joined HMS Rattlesnake. The contrast in circumstances with Stanley could not have been more 
marked. Stanley was a Whig aristocrat, educated at Charterhouse and the Royal Naval College 
Portsmouth, a Fellow of the Royal Society and Royal Geographical Society. His father Edward Stanley, 
Bishop of Norwich was President of the Linnean Society, and Sir John Thomas Stanley, 7th Baronet 
and 1st Lord Stanley of Alderley was his uncle. 
 
From 1846 to 1850 despite the vicissitudes of the voyage and his relationship with Stanley, Huxley 
made the most of the opportunity to study marine life, publishing almost twenty scientific papers on 
observations made during the voyage, on the strength of which he was elected in 1851 to the Royal 
Society. From 1854 to 1885 he was Professor of Natural History at the Royal School of Mines, which 
became part of the Royal College of Science in 1872, itself now part of Imperial College, London. He 
made numerous contributions to comparative anatomy and paleontology, including the proposal 
dinosaurs were the ancestors of birds. Particularly active in working class education, he was able to 
attract ÁÕÄÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÆ υππȟ ÃÏÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȬÁÇÎÏÓÔÉÃȭ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÂÅÌÉÅÆÓȢ "ÅÓÔ ËÎÏ×Î 
today as a leading supporter of Charles Darwin and fathering a family dynasty of writers and 
scientistsȟ ×ÈÅÎ (ÕØÌÅÙ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÏÆ $ÁÒ×ÉÎȭÓ ÔÈÅÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ is said to 
have remarkedȡ Ȱ(Ï× ÓÔÕÐÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔȢȱ 
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The demolition of Point Britomart  
It is clear from Hogan's 1853 View of Auckland that in the early days of the settlement, the frontage of 
the harbour included cliffs that were 50ɀ60 feet in height. While the prominence known as Point 
Britomart was an excellent site for a Ðà or fort, the shortage of flat land on the foreshore meant it 
would eventually need to be levelled if the commercial centre of the town was to expand. By the 1870s 
with fight ing in the North Island almost at an end, Fort Britomart  was closed and military operations 
transferred to the Albert Barracks. In 1872 work  began on a harbour reclamation project involving 
the demolition of Point Britomart for landfill, as well as deepening the harbour by dredging. 
 
Felton Mathew's 1841 Plan of the Town of Auckland, New Ulster included proposals for the 
reclamation of Freeman's, Commercial and Mechanics Bays. The reclamation of Commercial Bay, like 
many of Auckland's bays a tidal mudflat, began with the formation of Fort Street (originally Fore 
Street) on the shoreline completed in 1850, and continued with the building of a seawall between the 
east end of Fort Street and Smale's Point (Fig. 12.11). Smale's Point (originally Stanley Point) was 
quarried away to extend Albert Street down to the seafront and provide infill behind the sea wall 
(present day Customs Street). The project, completed in 1870, provided nine acres of additional land 
and established road access between Commercial and Freemans Bay. 
 

 
 
Figure 12.11: Looking southwest from Point Britomart showing Commercial Bay 1859. Left: Offices of the 
Southern Cross newspaper (on the hill); Grahame's Bonded Store on Fort Street with Gore Street Jetty in front; 
Middle: St Patrick's Cathedral without spire; Right: Smale's Point (formerly Stanley Point) undergoing 
demolition;  Queen Street Wharf. Present-day Customs Street follows the course of the seawall in the foreground. 
Montage of 3 glass plate negatives taken by John Nicol Crombie on 4 October 1859. (Courtesy of Sir George Grey 
Special Collections, Auckland City Libraries, .Çà 7ÈÁÒÅ -àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ Ï 4àÍÁËÉ -ÁËÁÕÒÁÕ; Record ID: 4-511) 

 
On 1 April 1871 the Auckland Provincial Council passed The Auckland Harbour Board Act 1871 which 
established a Harbour Board of 13 members, elected by various commercial interests for 2 years; 
followed in November by The Auckland Harbour Docks Act 1871 enacted by the General Assembly.[15] 
This enabled the Harbour Board construct docks and raise money to pay for it; sufficient land was set 
aside for the Auckland and Waikato Railway, plus a terminus (Figs. 12.12). In 1874 the Act was 
repealed and the following year the General Assembly passed an important piece of legislation ɀ The 
Auckland Harbour Foreshore Grant Act 1875. 'An Act to authorize the Governor to grant to the 
Auckland Harbour Board certain lands, being parts of the soil of the Harbour of Auckland.' Over 5000 
ÁÃÒÅÓ ɉςπππ ÈÅÃÔÁÒÅÓɊ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÅÓÈÏÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÉÔÅÍÁÔà (ÁÒÂÏÕÒ ×ÁÓ ÇÒÁÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
Board with the following provisos: (1) No reclamation works, harbour works or other works are to 
be undertaken without the plans first being submitted to and approved by the Governor; and (2) All 
persons deprived of water frontage or injuriously affected by the construction works or buildings 
shall be entitled to receive compensation.[16] ɀ more work for the legal profession, as well as adding 
fuel to the debate regarding ownership of the foreshore and seabed that surfaced during the 1990s.  
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Figure 12.12: Looking northeast from the vicinity of Queen Street towards the Waitemata Harbour 1881.  Looking 
towards the North Shore showing Queen Street Wharf (left), Railway Reclamation Wall/Quay Street stone wall 
(centre diagonal), Point Britomart and Emily place (right), Railway Wharf (distance) and harbour reclamations 
between Customs Street and Quay Street in progress. Montage of three glass plate negatives taken by James D 
Richardson, 1881. (Courtesy of Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland City Libraries, Ngà 7ÈÁÒÅ 
-àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ Ï 4àÍÁËÉ -ÁËÁÕÒÁÕ; Record ID: 4-7132) 

 
With the rapid growth of the city and the need to provide additional land for harbour facilities, 
commercial premises and rail links, the various Acts enabled the Auckland Harbour Board maintain 
the programme of land reclamation that continued into the 20th century. Seawalls were constructed 
to provide breakwaters for docking facilities and land reclamation; new wharves were built and 
existing ones extended. And in 1872, work began on cutting Point Britomart away in a pick-and-
shovel, horse-and-cart operation to provide infilling that lasted 14 years (Fig. 12.13). 
 

 
 
Figure 12.13 : Looking east along Customs Street showing Point Britomart being demolished. A large cutting has 
been made between Fort Britomart  and Emily Place with St Paul's Church. Gore Street Jetty and three coasters 
have been left high and dry on the outgoing tide. Burton Brothers Studio, Dunedin, taken from Queen Street 
Wharf, 1876. (Courtesy of Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland City Libraries, .Çà 7ÈÁÒÅ -àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ 
Ï 4àÍÁËÉ -ÁËÁÕÒÁÕ; Record ID: 4-7359) 
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Eventually the demolition extended as far inland as Emily Place to include Auckland's oldest place of 
worship and its most prominent landmark, St Paul's Church, in exchange for £4000 compensation; 
the nearby Jewish Synagogue, Auckland Institute and Museum, and housing were also demolished. 
Nevertheless, it would seem the pulling down of Old St Paul's was not part of the original master plan 
ɀ if indeed they had one ɀ it's difficult to avoid the impression the Harbour Board made it up as they 
went along. In 26 July 1872 the New Zealand Herald included the following editorial comment: ȰFor 
some considerable time past we have carefully watched the progress of an immense cutting, which 
has been made between Emily Place and Fort Britomart. This, we were informed, was to be filled up 
by a solid masonry wall, which was to prevent Emily Place, the houses built thereon, and St Paul's 
Church itself from coming bodily down upon the railway site beneath, when Fort Britomart Point 
should be removed.ȱ[17] 

 

Apparently, the plan was to sink a trench down to a solid foundation and build a wall ten feet thick at 
the base, narrowing towards the top to resist the pressure brought to bear from Emily Place. 
Unfortunately, no firm base could be found even at a depth of forty feet and the project was 
abandoned; in any event, had a solid foundation been established, in the light of subsequent events it 
seems unlikely even a wall ten feet thick would have been adequate.   
 
The destruction  of Old Saint Paul's 
It was not until 1883 that the fate of Emily Place and St Paul's Church was ultimately sealed. With 
continued excavation, the cliff on which Emily Place was by now perched was about 80 feet in height 
ɀ shortly after midnight  on 17 April, part of the retaining wall being erected against the cliff face 
behind John Lamb's flour mill on Fort Street gave way (Fig. 12.14). The wall, known at the time as 
Ȭ,ÁÍÂͻÓ &ÏÌÌÙȟȭ had been under construction for three years and about 150 feet of its length, and 50 
feet of its height collapsed; an estimated 2000 tons of debris came down destroying part of the mill 
and covering the road: ȰThe exact cause and extent of the disaster could not be ascertained owing to 
the darkness, but the residents attribute the unfortunate catastrophe to the blasting which was going 
on at the foot of the wall during the past week, combined with the heavy rains on Sunday, which had 
got into the clay seams behind the wall and were pressing it outwards until the strain became too 
great to be resisted.ȱ[18]  
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Figure 12.14: Looking south from Waitemata Harbour 1880s. Shows the landslip at Point Britomart on 17 April 
1883 that partially destroyed the retaining wall built by John Lamb (known locally as Lamb's Folly) to protect 
his Fort Street flour mill; it left St Paul's Church and adjoining properties in a precarious position. The steps 
with handrails (left) are Jacob's ladder with the Northern Club (centre right ). From a photograph by James D 
Richardson. (Courtesy of Keith Giles and Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland City Libraries, .Çà 7ÈÁÒÅ 
-àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ Ï 4àÍÁËÉ -ÁËÁÕÒÁÕ; Record ID: 4-557)  
 

St Paul's Church and several adjoining properties were left in a precarious state with buildings 
overhanging the embankment, the whole area and numerous properties being at risk of giving way. 
Doubts had been expressed at the time whether Mr Lamb's ambitious scheme would be successful, 
but the masonry was thought to be most substantial and in some places twelve feet thick. However, 
as the New Zealand Herald ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔȡ ȰIt will be remembered that during the recent legal 
proceedings between Mr Harker and the railway reclamation contractor and the Harbour Board, as 
to the removal of earth from St Barnabas' Point, the question came up of taking stuff from Britomart 
Point. Mr Hale (the District Engineer), Mr Anderson (City Engineer) and Mr Fallon (contractor) gave 
evidence as to the danger of interfering with the soil in that localityȢȱ[19] 
 

An editorial in the New Zealand Herald the following day questioned what the City Council was doing 
to ensure the safety of the streets, and make certain any works erected, retaining walls built, or 
ÅØÃÁÖÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÁÄÅ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÁÒÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÄÏÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÁÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÁÌȡ ȰFor a considerable 
time the whole place has been in a dangerous state, and it was known that a row of houses were in 
jeopardy, and might, at any moment, with all their inmates, have been precipitated to destruction. 
And yet the city authorities, with an Engineer, and an Inspector of Buildings, pay not the slightest 
attention to the matter.ȱ[19] It had been obvious for some time that the excavation work being carried 
out for Lamb's flour mill in Fort Street was unsafe but nothing had been done about it. Thomas 
+ÅÅÓÉÎÇ ×ÈÏ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÉÎ %ÍÉÌÙ 0ÌÁÃÅ ÁÓ Á ÂÏÙ ÎÏÔÅÓ ÉÎ Á ÂÒÉÅÆ ÍÅÍÏÉÒȡ ȰOne by one the peach trees fell 
down the precipice as work proceeded on excavation for a flour mill to be erected for a miller named 
Lamb, and little by little the edge of the precipice approached our houseȢȱ[20] To avoid legal 
proceedings, Lamb had to purchase the properÔÙ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÈÏÍÁÓȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ 2ÁÌÐÈ +ÅÅÓÉÎÇȟ ÂÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅ 
hanging on the edge of the landslip; next were Mrs McLeod's, Mr Mark Somerville's, the Jewish 
Synagogue, and the property of Mr Henry Keesing.[21]  
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Figure 12.15: Fort Britomart, Auckland. Looking southeast from the reclamations between Customs Street East 
and Quay Street East, Point Britomart excavated up to Emily Place with the historic landmark of St Paul's Church 
and the Northern Club. 1885. Six carts are waiting at the bottom of the cliff to be loaded (left). Houses exposed by 
the landslip of 17 April 1883 have been demolished with St Paul's soon to follow; part of Lamb's wall till stands. 
Burton Brothers Studio, Dunedin. (Courtesy of the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa. Registration 
number: C.011221)  
 

With the buildings on Emily Place rendered unsafe by the excavations of John Lamb, who incidentally 
was a Member of the Auckland Harbour Board at the time (1882ɀ87), in 1885 work began on pulling 
down Auckland's oldest and most prominent colonial landmark (Fig. 12.15). It's hard to believe the 
Diocese of Auckland would have agreed to the demolition of St Paul's had it been proposed in the 
original plan. The fact is that Point Britomart was senselessly quarried away until the church was 
rendered structurally unsafe ɀ which rather undermines, if you'll excuse the pun, the legend that St 
Paul's was demolished to create flat harbourside land. Emily Place was eventually converted into a 
park with an obelisk erected as a memorial to the Rev John Frederick Churton, Colonial Chaplain and 
first Minister of St Paul's Church, the man responsible for bringing the first  of our relatives to New 
Zealand ɀ the family of Griffith Lowe in 1840 on the Bolton (Fig. 12.16). 
 
 

 
 
Figure 12.16: Looking south from Paykel's Building in Anzac Avenue. Showing the Auckland Institute and 
Museum (long building on the left); Auckland University College Tower (left distance); Emily Place (foreground) 
and the Memorial to the Reverend John Frederick Churton, Colonial Chaplain and first Minister of St Paul's 
Church, the man who brought the first of our ancestors to New Zealand ɀ the family of Griffith Lowe on the 
Bolton in 1840; Shortland Flats (extreme right); offices of the Auckland Racing Club (middle); premises of the 
Waitemata and Manukau County Council (corner of Princes Street); moving up the hill on the right side of 
Princes Street; Freeman's Hall, Grand Hotel, Northern Club, Jewish Synagogue. Glass plate negative by Henry 
Winkelmann, 1 May 1927. (Courtesy of Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland City Libraries, .Çà 7ÈÁÒÅ 
-àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ Ï 4àÍÁËÉ -ÁËÁÕÒÁÕ; Record ID: 1-W787) 

 
Interestingly, the Ports of Auckland Ltd, successor to the Auckland Harbour Board retains its historic 
ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÍ ÆÏÒ ÆÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÉÔÅÍÁÔà (ÁÒÂÏÕÒ. In August 2017, Auckland City Council bureaucrats 
revealed a plan to reclaim the seabed in front of the Ferry Building, extending 20 metres out into the 
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harbour, thereby leaving the building high and dry. Not to be outdone, on 2 November 2017, Ports of 
Auckland released a 30-year masterplan outlining a range of projects that included a 13-metre-long 
piled extension to Bledisloe Wharf. Then there ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÏÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ςπςρ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ #ÕÐ 
regatta, all of which involve the construction of wharf extensions around the Viaduct Basin, ranging 
in cost between $137 million and $190 million ;[22] paid for no doubt by the long-suffering taxpaying 
public. Then there is the proposal to replace Eden Park with a downtown rugby stadium! 
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A New Britain in the South Pacific. Murray Clyde Meikle. 
 

#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ρσ 
 

.ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ ÌÁÎÄ ÓÁÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ /ÔÁÇÏ ÁÎÄ #ÁÎÔÅÒÂÕÒÙ  

 
/Î ςτ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρψσψȟ -ÁÊÏÒ 3ÉÒ 'ÅÏÒÇÅ 'ÉÐÐÓ ɉρχωπ״ρψτχɊ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÉÎ 3ÙÄÎÅÙ ÁÓ .ÉÎÔÈ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ ÏÆ 
New South Wales, a position he was to hold for eight years. It was a turbulent period in Australian 
history; New South Wales was undergoing transition from penal colony run by autocratic governors, 
into something resembling representative self-government. The following year Gipps acquired an 
added responsibility when New Zealand was incorporated into the territorial boundaries of New 
South Wales; this lasted from June 1839 until May 1841 when New Zealand became a separate Crown 
Colony. During this period, Gipps was faced with the pressing problem of curbing the speculative free-
for-ÁÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÌÅ ÏÆ -àÏÒÉ ÌÁÎÄȢ 'ÉÐÐÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÌÙ ÓÁ× ÉÔ ÁÓ ÈÉÓ ÄÕÔÙ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ -àÏÒÉ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÙÄÎÅÙ ÌÁÎÄ-
sharks, and was soon engaged in a long-ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÐÕÔÅ ×ÉÔÈ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ 7ÅÎÔ×ÏÒÔÈ ɉρχωπ״
1872), a prominent lawyer, politician, and constitutional reformer . Like many, Wentworth was an 
ÅÎÅÒÇÅÔÉÃ ÓÐÅÃÕÌÁÔÏÒ ÉÎ -àÏÒÉ ÌÁÎÄȟ asserting they were entitled to sell their land to anyone they 
pleased.  
 
An indication of the direction the wind was blowing occurred on 6 January 1840, at 2.00 pm in the 
Sydney auction rooms of Messrs Hebblewhite and Vickers. An advertisement had appeared in The 
Australian for what was claimed to be the first public sale of land in New Zealand; some 2000 acres in 
the Bay of Islands. A large crowd attended, but shortly before the auction was about to begin, William 
Macpherson, Clerk  of the NSW Legislative #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÅÄȟ ÔÏ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅ ȣ Ȱ"Ù ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ 
ÏÆ (ÉÓ %ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÙȟ 3ÉÒ 'ÅÏÒÇÅ 'ÉÐÐÓȟȱ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÈÏÒÔÌÙ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈ Á ÐÒÏÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÎÏÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ 
that it would be very questionable whether the Home Government would allow titles to land granted 
by New Zealand chiefs; and further, he was ordered to read the said notice aloud in the auction rooms. 
The warning by Governor Gipps had the effect he intended, and the sale was cancelled.[1]  Hobson was 
still in Sydney at the time, and with coverage of the subject in the press and discussions with Gipps, 
×ÅÌÌ Á×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ ÖÉÅ×ÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ (ÏÂÓÏÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ σπ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρψτπ ÁÔ 
+ÏÒÏÒàÒÅËÁȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏ×Î ȣ ȰÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÄÅÅÍ ÉÔ ÅØÐÅÄÉÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÓÅ ÁÓ ÖÁÌÉÄ ÁÎÙ ÔÉÔÌÅÓ ÔÏ ÌÁÎÄ ÉÎ 
New ZeaÌÁÎÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÄÅÒÉÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÒ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄ ÂÙ (ÅÒ -ÁÊÅÓÔÙȟȱ ÈÁÓ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ ÒÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȢ 
 
On 19 January 1840, the day after the departure of Captain Hobson for the Bay of Islands on HMS 
Herald, three proclamations backdated to 14 January appeared in the Government Gazette by order of 
Sir George Gipps: (1) the boundaries of New South Wales had been extended to include New Zealand; 
(2) the appointment of Sir George Gipps as Governor of the extended Colony of New South Wales, 
with Captain Hobson RN under him as Lieutenant-'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ ÏÆ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄȠ ÁÎÄ ɉσɊ Á ÄÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ȣ 
ȰÔÏ ÁÌÌ (ÅÒ -ÁÊÅÓÔÙͻÓ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓ ÉÎ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄȟ ÔÈÁÔ (ÅÒ -ÁÊÅÓÔÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÓ ÖÁÌÉÄ ÁÎÙ ÔÉÔÌÅ 
to land acquired in that country which is not either derived from or confirmed by a grant to be made 
ÉÎ (ÅÒ -ÁÊÅÓÔÙͻÓ ÎÁÍÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÈÅÒ ÂÅÈÁÌÆȢȱ )Î ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ÁÌÌ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÌÁÎÄ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
any of the native chiefs or tribes were declared null and void. At the time of these proclamations New 
Zealand was a foreign country, of which not a single foot was under the Sovereignty of the British 
Crown.[1] 
 
Sir George Gipps was a firm advocate of the doctrine of pre-emption, discussed in earlier chapters in 
Volume One, and with the passage of the New South Wales Land Claims Act, gazetted on 22 August 
ρψτπȟ ×ÁÓ ÅÎÁÂÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÅ ÁÌÌ ÌÁÎÄ ÁÃÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ -àÏÒÉȢ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ 
alarming for settlers and land speculators, including the New Zealand Land Company and CMS 
missionaries who had made large land purchases ɀ no grant was to exceed 2560 acres (four square 
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miles) unless specially authorised by the Governor, and must not include any headland or other 
important natural feature that might be required for public purposes.[2,3] 
 
The unsigned New Zealand Treaty  
On 6 February 1840, following negotiations between Lieutenant-Governor Hobson and northern 
-àÏÒÉȟ the Treaty of Waitangi was signed by forty-five ÍÁÉÎÌÙ .ÇàÐÕÈÉ chiefs on the lawn of the British 
ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ in the Bay of Islands. However, it is important to remember the Treaty as signed on 
6 February, was concerned solely with Sovereignty of the Crown over the northern part of the North 
Island, not the whole of New Zealand. 
 

 
 
Figure13.1:  The unsigned New Zealand Treaty. Drawn up  by Sir George Gipps, Governor of New South Wales. 
)Ô ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ ÃÈÉÅÆÓ 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉȟ 4ÁÉÁÒÏÁȟ 4ÏÈÏ×ÁÉËÉ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ Á ÔÒÅÁÔÙ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ 
the Treaty of Waitangi. They declined to do so. Gipps subsequently charged William Charles Wentworth with 
advising the chiefs not to sign. (Courtesy of the Mitchell Library | State Library of New South Wales. Call Number: 
DLNAR 3) 

 
4ÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ×ÅÅË ÉÎ 3ÙÄÎÅÙ ÏÎ ρτ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȟ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ 'ÉÐÐÓ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ 
chiefs ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉȟ 4ÁÉÁÒÏÁȟ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÈÏ×ÁÉËÉȟ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ Á ÄÏÃÕÍÅnt similar to the Treaty of 
Waitangi (Fig. 13.1). They were accompanied by the Sydney merchant and Waikouaiti whaling master 
*ÏÈÎ *ÏÎÅÓ ɉÃȢρψπψ״ρψφωɊȟ who had brought them over to Sydney on his schooner Success. Gipps tried 
to persuade them sign a treaty aÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ ÓÏÖÅÒÅÉÇÎÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÓÏÌÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ 
-àÏÒÉ ÌÁÎÄȠ ÉÎ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
and Christian instruction. He gave each of them a sweetener of ten guineas, and according to Gipps, 
promised to return next day and sign his treaty.[1]  On 15 February, however, 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉ and the 
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ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÅÁÒȢ *ÏÎÅÓ ÈÁÄ ÁÄÖÉÓÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ ״ ×ÅÌÌ Á×ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÅÆÓ ÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
sovereignty of New Zealand over to the Crown, his extensive land holdings would be investigated and 
likely declared invalid.  
 
4ÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ (ÏÂÓÏÎȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÁÔ 7ÁÉÔÁÎÇÉ ×ÁÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ #-3 ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÙ ÏÆ )ÓÌÁÎÄÓ 
ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ .ÇàÐÕÈÉȠ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖÅÒÅÎÄ (ÅÎÒÙ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓ ÏÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÈe Treaty, they would not 
have signed. The .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ chiefs in Sydney took the advice of their friend and mentor Jones, who 
had established a whaling station at Waikouaiti in 1838, bringing several families over from Sydney 
as settlers in March 1840; he also persuaded the first missionary in the South Island, the Reverend 
*ÁÍÅÓ 7ÁÔËÉÎ ɉρψπυ״ρψψφɊ to come to the area. The chiefs took his advice and instead of returning 
ÔÏ 'ÉÐÐÓȟ ×ÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ *ÏÎÅÓ ÔÏ 7ÅÎÔ×ÏÒÔÈȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÄÕÐÌÉÃÁÔÅ ÄÅÅÄÓȟ ÃÏÎÖÅÙÉÎg all the 
unsold portions of the South Island to Wentworth, Jones, and three others ɀ C Brown, FW Unwin and 
R Campbell. 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉ received £100 in cash and the promise of a life annuity of £50; the other chiefs 
received £20 cash and a promised annuity of £10. 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÏÏÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0àËÅÈàȠ ÈÅ 
ËÎÅ× 3ÙÄÎÅÙ ×ÅÌÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÏÆ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ -àÏÒÉ ÌÁÎÄȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÏÌÄ ÈÁÎÄ ÁÔ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÄÅÁÌÓ 
long before Governor Gipps appeared. On 9 November 1832, he had consented to a land sale 
agreement in which Te Whakataupuka, principal chief of Murihiku (Southland) sold to Peter Williams, 
a whaler from Sydney, an area of Fiordland from Dusky Sound to the south head of Preservation Inlet 
for 60 muskets, two cannons, blankets, shoes and clothing. On 20 October 1838, John Jones bought a 
large tract of land including the future site of Invercargill for 12 muskets and a whaleboat. And a few 
days later on 31 October 1838, 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉ sold an estimated 1,000,000 acres at Mistaken Bay, on the 
West Coast of the Otago District to George Green, a Sydney boat builder for £200.[1]  
 
The chronology is difficult to follow, but the background to this extraordinary sequence of events 
apÐÅÁÒÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÓȢ )Î 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ρψσωȟ Á .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ ×ÁÒ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉ sailed north to  
the Cook Strait for a return fixture in their long-ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÒÉÂÁÌ ×ÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ .ÇàÔÉ 4ÏÁȢ 5ÎÂÅËÎÏ×Î ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
war party, on 18 October 1839 discussions had begun between Colonel William Wakefield, Te 
2ÁÕÐÁÒÁÈÁ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ .ÇàÔÉ 4ÏÁ ÃÈÉÅÆÓ.[4] On 25 October, a Deed was signed conveying to the New 
Zealand Land Company, an enormous area of land for goods valued at almost £9000 that included 
220 muskets, 15 fowling-pieces, 16 single-barrelled guns, 8 double-barrelled guns, 81 kegs of powder, 
and 2 casks of ball cartridges; there were also 300 red blankets, another highly-prized item at the 
time.[5] The area sold was so large, estimated at 20,000,000 acres, the boundaries were described in 
terms of latitude to men unlikely to understand the meaning of latitude and longitude (Fig. 3.17). It 
also included one-ÔÈÉÒÄ ÏÆ .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ ÔÒÉÂÁÌ ÌÁÎÄȢ 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉȭÓ ×ÁÒ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÁÂÁÎÄÏÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
returned south. On 6 January 1840, in a deed signed with 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉȭÓ ÍÏËÏȟ ÁÎ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÂÌÏÃË ÏÆ 
land in the southeastern corner of the South  Island (The Catlins) was sold to Captain Edward Cattlin 
ɉρχως״ρψυφɊ ÓËÉÐÐÅÒ ÏÆ *ÏÎÅÓȭ ÓÃÈÏÏÎÅÒ Success  for muskets and £30; a few days later on 10 January, 
ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÏÆ .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ ÃÈÉÅÆÓ ÅÍÂÁÒËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ *ÏÎÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Success and headed for Sydney. One thing 
is certain, the reason was unlikely to meet with Governor Gipps.  
 
TÈÅ 7ÅÎÔ×ÏÒÔÈ *ÏÎÅÓ $ÅÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ )ÓÌÁÎÄ 
On 18 February 1940, a document known as 7ÅÎÔ×ÏÒÔÈȭÓ )ÎÄÅÎÔÕÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÕÎÅÁÒÔÈÅÄ ÉÎ Á 3ÙÄÎÅÙ 
strong room, and presented to the Mitchell Library/State Library of New South Wales. In 1993, it was 
announced by 3ÏÔÈÅÂÙȭÓ ÏÆ ,ÏÎÄÏÎ that ÔÈÅ Ȭ4ÈÅ 7ÅÎÔ×ÏÒÔÈ )ÎÄÅÎÔÕÒÅȭ was  being put up for auction. 
Since the only known copy was still in the Mitchell Library, it turned out to be a second indenture, 
presumed to have belonged to Jones. It was purchased for the Turnbull Library and is known as the 
7ÅÎÔ×ÏÒÔÈ״*ÏÎÅÓ $ÅÅÄ (Fig. 13.2). Both the Wentworth״*ÏÎÅÓ ÄÅÅÄÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÅÉÇÈÔ -àÏÒÉ ÖÅÎÄÏÒÓ ÉÎ 
×ÈÁÌÅÒÓȭ ÖÅÒÎÁÃÕÌÁÒȡ *ÏÈÎ 4Ï×ÁÃË ɉ4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉɊ ÁÓ Ȭ+ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÅÆ ÏÆ 4ÁÖÁÉ 0ÏÅÎÁÍÍÏ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÔ 
)ÓÌÁÎÄȭȠ *ÁÃËÅÙ 7ÈÉÔÅ ɉ+ÁÒÅÔÁÉɊȠ +ÁÉËÏÒÁÉÒÁ ɉ+ÁÉËęÁÒÅÁÒÅ); 4ÕÃËÁ×Á ɉ4ıËÁ×ÁɊȠ 4ÙÒÏÁ ɉ4ÁÉÁÒÏÁɊȠ and 
"ÏÇÅÎÅÒ ɉ4Å 7ÈÁÉËÁÉ 0ęËÅÎÅɊ are named as chiefs of Otago. The other two, Tohowack and Patuckie 
ÏÒ 4ÏÂÙ ɉ*ÏÈÎ 4ęÐÉ 0àÔÕËÉɊ are named as chiefs of Ruapuke. Like the original Blenkinsop Indenture 
signed on 26 October 1832 by Captain John Blenkinsop, Te Rauparaha, Te Rangihaeata, and four other 
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ÃÈÉÅÆÓ ÏÆ .ÇàÔÉ 0ÏÁ ÁÎÄ 4Å @ÔÉÁ×Áȟ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÎÔ×ÏÒÔÈ״*ÏÎÅÓ $ÅÅÄ ÉÓ notable for the facial moko with 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÅÆÓ ȬÓÉÇÎÅÄȭ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ; with the sole exception of 0àÔÕËÉ, who was not tattooed and 
represented by a simple cartoon-like sketch of his face.[6] The validity of the purchase was refused by 
Gipps, and Jones was only allowed the legal maximum of 2560 acres. After petitioning for an extension 
to the award he was allowed an additional 8650 acres, but it was not until 1867 that his long-standing 
land claims were finally settled. 
 

 
 
Figure 13.2: 7ÅÎÔ×ÏÒÔÈ *ÏÎÅÓ $ÅÅÄȢ &ÉÒÓÔ ÐÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÒÅÅȢ /Î ρυ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρψτπȟ ÅÉÇÈÔ .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕ ÒÁÎÇÁÔÉÒÁ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ 
4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉ Ȭ+ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÅÆ ÏÆ 4ÁÖÁÉ 0ÏÅÎÁÍÍÏ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÔ )ÓÌÁÎÄȭ sold much of the South Island to Wentworth 
and JonesȢ 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ Ζρππ ÉÎ ÃÁÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ðromise of a life annuity of £50; the other chiefs received 
£20 cash and a promised annuity of £10.[4] (Courtesy of the Alexander Turnbull Library, National Library of New 
Zealand, 4Å 0ÕÎÁ -àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ Ï !ÏÔÅÁÒÏÁ. Ref: MSO-Papers-4947-1)  
 
 
 

-ÏËÏ ÏÆ *ÏÈÎ 4ıÈawaiki. On 10 June 1840, 
4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉ (c.1805ɀ1844) signed a copy of the 
Treaty of Waitangi on board HMS Herald (the 
HeraldɀBunbury copy) at Ruapuke. 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉ was 
involved in numerous land sales, including the 
Otago Block to the New Zealand Company in July 
1844 for £2400. He was drowned when his boat hit 
rocks south of Timaru in October of the same year. 
4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏËÏ ÐÅÎÃÉÌÌÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ (ÅÒÁÌÄ״"ÕÎÂÕÒÙ 
copy. (Courtesy of Pinterest.nz) 
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Otago and the New Edinburg h purchase: 1844  
In 1842, George Rennie (1802ɀ1860), Scottish-born Liberal MP for Ipswich, proposed that a Scottish 
Presbyterian colony be established on the Wakefield system in New Zealand. It was to be open to all 
classes of Scottish Society, and should include provision for religious and educational purposes 
connected with the Presbyterian Church of Scotlandȡ Ȭ7Å ÓÈÁÌÌ ÆÏÕÎÄ Á .Å× %ÄÉÎÂÕÒÇÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
!ÎÔÉÐÏÄÅÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÒÉÖÁÌ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄȢȭ[7] The New Zealand Company gave a cautious blessing to 
the scheme, but with limited land available in the North Island, it became necessary to look further 
afield to accommodate the proposed settlement. Frederick Tuckett, principal surveyor of the New 
Zealand Company was dispatched south by Colonel Wakefield to select a site, accepting on the 
condition he would not be tied to the locality of Port Cooper, but could look further afield in the South 
Island.  
 
To enable the company purchase land ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕȟ &ÉÔÚ2ÏÙ ɉ'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȡ $ÅÃ ρψτσ״.ÏÖ 
1845) waived the government policy of pre-emption, and soon after more generally, allowing settlers 
ÔÏ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ -àÏÒÉȢ )Î &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρψττȟ *ÏÈÎ *ÅÒÍÙÎ 3ÙÍÏÎÄÓȟ Police Magistrate and 
former Sub-Protector of Aborigines, was authorised to proceed to New Munster as government 
officer, to superintend and assist in the purchase of 150,000 acres. In April  1844, Tuckett left Nelson 
on the brig Deborah with two assistants Barnicot and Davison, accompanied by Symonds, to select 
the site and negotiate a purchase, having been expressly forbidden to proceed with any survey until 
the land had been purchased by the Company. It was not long before Tuckett and Symonds fell out 
over this issue, particularly the surveying of the roadstead at Waikouaiti by Barnicot. Symonds also 
complained to the Superintendent of the Southern Division, Major Mathew Richmond (18011887״) 
ÏÆ ȰÔÈÅ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ÄÉÓÃÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÎÔ ÏÆ ÃÏ-ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ -Ò 4ÕÃËÅÔÔȢȱ 3ÙÍÏÎÄÓ ×ÉÔÈÄÒÅ× Én a huff 
from the expedition and returned to Wellington, trailing in his wake a large official correspondence 
on the subject.[ψȠ ÐÐ ωχ״ρπρ] 
 
By June, Tuckett had decided on a site. In a letter dated 13 June 1844 to yet another Wakefield brother 
Daniel (1798ɀ1858), Tuckett asks him to communicate to the Government representative Symonds, 
ÈÉÓ ×ÉÓÈ ȣ  ȰÔÏ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ Á ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ρυπȟπππ ÁÃÒÅÓ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ .Å× %ÄÉÎÂÕÒÇÈ ÉÎ Á ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 
interjacent between the harbour of Otago and the South Headland (Tokata) of Molyneux Bay (Karero), the 
precise limits of such 150,000 acres to be defined hereafter on execution of an actual survey; the reserves in 
such limits, if any, are required to be defined by the sellers. It would greatly facilitate a clear understanding with 
the present proprietors, if a continuous block of land, equal to about twelve miles in its extreme breadth, in a 
course inland about due west by compass might be required. In the accompanying plan of my route, such a block 
of land is indicated in the space coloured red and green; the former represents the land I  would survey and 

ÓÕÂÄÉÖÉÄÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ) ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÉÎÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÃÃÕÐÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ [ψȠ ÐÐ ρπρ״ρπς] 
 

4ÈÅ wÔàËÏÕ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ×ÅÅËÓ ÏÆ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ, and the agreement recorded in the deed 
signed on 31 July 1844, transferred a clearly defined block of land to the New Zealand Company for 
£2400:  ȰWe the chiefs and men of Ngaitahu, whose names are undersigned, consent on this 31st day 
of July, in the year of our Lord, 1844, to give up, sell and abandon altogether, to William Wakefield, 
principal agent of the New Zealand Company of London, on behalf of the Directors of the said 
companÙȟ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÉÔÌÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄÓ ÃÏÍÐÒÉÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓȢȱ 
The land was not exchanged in the usual way for muskets, pipes, tobacco and blankets, but for £2400 
in cash, paid to the chiefs for distribution. They were mostly missionary trained and knew the value 
of money; twenty-two of the chiefs who signed the Deed were baptised Wesleyans, courtesy of the 
Methodist missionary the Reverend James Watkin at Waikouaiti.[7]  
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The sale, amounting to some 400,000 acres was to become the Scottish settlement of New Edinburgh. 
Three pieces of land were specifically excluded from the sale later found to total 9600 acres. However, 
tÈÅ #ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÁÌ was still required before it could be implemented by the signing of a deed. 
Colonel WakefieldȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ $ÁÎÉÅÌ travelled down to wÔàËÏÕ with the purchase money on the Scotia 
accompanied by Symonds, George Clarke Junior, sub-protector of aborigines, and David Scott, Daniel 
7ÁËÅÆÉÅÌÄȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÅÒȢ 4he Deed of Purchase was signed in the presence of 120 members of .ÇàÉ 
Tahu by twenty-three signatories, including the ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÃÈÉÅÆÓ 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉȟ 4ÁÉÁÒÏÁ and Karetai. The 
Witnesses were John Jermyn Symonds, Frederick Tuckett, George Clarke Jnr, and David Scott. A 
simple map entitled Sketch Map shewing the New Edinburgh Purchase and Reserve for Natives was 
attached. Several versions are in existence including a lithograph by John Arrowsmith, published by 
the House of Commons in 1845. Another is held by Archives New Zealand; while the colours have 
faded, the red areas deemed suitable for occupation can still be distinguished (Fig. 13.3). The plan 
×ÁÓ ÐÒÅÓÕÍÁÂÌÙ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÕÐ ÂÙ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ (ÅÎÒÙ &ÉÔÚ'ÅÒÁÌÄ ɉρψςτ״ρψψψɊȟ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 3ÕÒÖÅÙÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
.Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÕÃËÅÔÔȭÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÍÁÐ ÉÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ρψττȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 3ÙÍÏÎÄȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ 
the Taieri District was under the customary authority of Taiaroa and Karetai, and the District of 
Tokomairiro/Matau was under 4ıÈÁ×ÁÉËÉȠ ÔÈÅ 4ÏËÏÍÁÉÒÉÒÏ4״ÁÉÅÒÉ ×ÁÔÅÒÓÈÅÄ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÙȢ 
 
! ÎÏÔÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÐÐÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ $ÅÅÄ ÂÙ 7ÁËÅÆÉÅÌÄȡ Ȱ)ȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 7ÁËÅÆÉÅÌÄȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ !ÇÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .Å× 
Zealand Company, do undeÒÔÁËÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÌÅÃÔ ρυπȟπππ ÁÃÒÅÓ ÔÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÐÒÅ-emption 
has been waived in favour of the said Company, from the block of land specified in the deed to which 
this in annexed,  as soon as such land shall have been surveyed, leaving the unappropriated residue 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÅÁÌÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÓÕÃÈ ÍÁÎÎÅÒ ÁÓ (ÉÓ %ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÙ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÄÅÅÍ ÆÉÔȢȱ [8] 

 
 

 
 

4Å -àÔÅÎÇÁ 4ÁÉÁÒÏÁȟ (c.1795ɀ1863), the 
ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÆÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÃÈÉÅÆ ÏÆ .ÇàÉ 4ÁÈÕȢ In the 
1830s he fought Te Rauparaha and .ÇàÔi 
Toa, and from the 1830s to 1860s was the 
leader at wÔàËÏÕ with his cousin Karetai. In 
1856 he attended the meetÉÎÇ ÏÆ -àÏÒÉ 
ÃÈÉÅÆÓ ÁÔ ,ÁËÅ 4ÁÕÐę ×ÈÉÃÈ elected 0ęÔÁÔÁÕ 
Te Wherowhero ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ -àÏÒÉ +ÉÎÇȢ In 
1859, Taiaroa was baptised by a Methodist 
minister and took the Christian name of Te 
-àÔÅÎÇÁ ɉ-ÁÒÓÄÅÎɊȢ Taken c.1860 by an  
unknown photographer. (Courtesy of the 
Alexander Turnbull Library, National 
Library of New Zealand, Te Puna 
-àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ Ï !ÏÔÅÁÒÏÁ. ID: 1/2ɀ076006; F)  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Te_Rauparaha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ng%C4%81ti_Toa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ng%C4%81ti_Toa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%8Ct%C4%81kou
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karetai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C5%8Dtatau_Te_Wherowhero
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C5%8Dtatau_Te_Wherowhero
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Figure 13.3: Sketch shewing the New Edinburgh Purchase and Reserve for Natives. A New Zealand Company map, 
ρψττȢ "ÅÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÉÓ ÐÅÎÃÉÌÌÅÄȡ Ȭ4ÈÉÓ ÍÁÐ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÙ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÏÆ  #ÁÐÔ 3ÙÍÏÎÄȭÓ $ÅÅÄ ÏÆ 0ÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ /ÔÁÇÏ 3ÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔȢ !4Ȣȭ )ÎÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÔÔÏÍ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÍÁÒÇÉÎȡ 4( &itzGerald, Assistant Surveyor, 
.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ρψττȢȭ ɉ#ÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÏÆ !ÒÃÈÉÖÅÓ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄ 4Å 2ÕÁ -ÁÈÁÒÁ Ï ÔÅ +à×ÁÎÁÔÁÎÇÁ. Item ID: R22823824) 

 
Estimated as being 400,000 acres at the time, the Department of Survey and Land Information 
(DOSLI) have calculated the block may have been as large as 533,700 acres.[9] Sir George Grey who 
had replaced Fitzroy as Governor in November 1845, granted the whole 533,700 acres to the 
#ÏÍÐÁÎÙȢ 'ÒÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÖÏËÅÄ &ÉÔÚ2ÏÙȭÓ ÐÒÅ-emption waiver, and reimposed Crown pre-emption over 
ÁÌÌ ÓÁÌÅÓ ÏÆ -àÏÒÉ ÌÁÎÄȢ A coastal strip of 144,600 acres was selected and surveyed by Charles Kettle 
(1821ɀ1862) into 2400 properties; 2000 were available for purchase by immigrants and allocated by 
ballot. Each property consisted of three allotments: a rural section of 50 acres, a suburban section of 
10 acres, and a quarter-acre town plot (Fig. 13.4ɊȢ 4ÈÅ ȬÓÕÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÐÒÉÃÅȭ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÔ ÁÔ Ζς ÐÅÒ ÁÃÒÅȠ ÔÈÅ 
price of a property amounting to £120ɀ10s. If all went well, the estate would yield £289,200. 
&ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ȬÎÅ× ÔÈÉÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÅ× ÔÈÁÔȟȭ ÐÌÕÓ ÔÈÅ ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ Á .Åw 
Edinburgh disappearing into the bogs of Darien (the result of a failed attempt to colonise the Isthmus 
of Panama in 1698 that had reduced Scotland to penury, and in 1707 Union with England), the name 
of the settlement was changed to Otago, the transliterÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ wÔàËÏÕ ɀ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ðà ÎÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ 
entrance to the harbour. Dunedin was chosen as the name for the principal town ɀ an Anglicisation 
of Dùn Èideann, the Gaelic name for Edinburgh. 
 
New Edinburgh becomes a Free Church of Scotland settlement  
George 2ÅÎÎÉÅȭÓ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÌ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ Á ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÓÃÈÅÍÅ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÆÏÕÎÄÌÙ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
Disruption that occurred within the Presbyterian Church the following year ɀ the latest installment 
in a long-running dispute about who should appoint the minister when a parish became vacant. The 
Disruptors believed that each congregation should have the freedom to appoint the minister of their 
choice, not one imposed on them by the right of local patrons, usually nobles or major land owners. 
[10] Led by the Reverend Dr Thomas Chalmers (1780ɀ1847), in 1833 the Disruptors gained control of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and in 1834 asserted their right to shape the 
constitution by passing the Veto Act, which empowered congregations to reject a patronȭÓ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ 
×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÐÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒȭÓ revolt  was predictably followed by a series of court actions 
by patrons leading to the Act being declared ultra vires by the House of Lords. For many this was the 
ÌÁÓÔ ÓÔÒÁ×ȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ρψτσ ÁÆÔÅÒ Ȭ4ÈÅ 4ÅÎ 9ÅÁÒȭÓ #ÏÎÆÌÉÃÔȟȭ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓ ×ÁÌËÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
established church and founded the Free Church of Scotland. (For those like the author, unfamiliar 
with ecclesiastical terminology, broadly speaking Presbyterian means governance by elected 
members of the congregation; and Episcopalian governance by bishops.) 
 
&ÏÒ 2ÅÎÎÉÅ ÁÎÄ #ÁÐÔÁÉÎ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ #ÁÒÇÉÌÌ ɉρχψτ״ρψφπɊȟ ÁÎ ÅÁÒly supporter, the Disruption identified a 
body of prospective colonists. Edinburgh-born Cargill had joined the British Army in 1802, serving 
with distinction in India, Spain and France, and after leaving the army became a wine merchant in 
%ÄÉÎÂÕÒÇÈȠ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÂÙ !( -Ã,ÉÎÔÏÃË ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÕÎËÉÎÄÌÙ ÁÓ ȣ Ȱ Á ÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÌÁÔÅ ÆÉÆÔÉÅÓȟ ×ÈÏ 
apart from his fine army record and the fact he had brought into the world seventeen children, had 
done little to disÔÉÎÇÕÉÓÈ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ×ÁÙȢȱ[11] Rennie and Cargill approached the Free Church 
ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÅÎÄÏÒÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÁÌȟ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖÅÒÅÎÄ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ "ÕÒÎÓ ɉρχωφ״ρψχρɊȟ Á ÎÅÐÈÅ× 
of poet Robert Burns as spiritual leader of the new settlement. Meanwhile, Rennie had been 
recruiting emigrants. By January 1844 he was able to announce that some 40 heads of families 
numbering over 200 people, were enrolled for the first expedition, which it was hoped would sail in 
the spring. However, the Wairau massacre of June ρψτσȟ (ÏÎÅ (ÅËÅȭÓ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ 7ÁÒ ÏÆ ρψτυɀ46, and 
the continuing difficulty the New Zealand Company was experiencing over the validity of their land 
titles, was a disincentive to many prospective buyers.  
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Figure 13.4: Map of the SÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ wÔàËÏÕȟ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄȟ υόψϋ. Index map of the wÔàËÏÕ 3ÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔ, 
Middle Island, New Zealand, surveyed in the years 1846ɀ47 by Charles Henry Kettle, chief surveyor of 
Otago. 189 x 65 cm. A block of 144,600 acres was selected, and surveyed into 2400 properties. Shows 
coastline from Tokata Point/The Nuggets (left) to Tairoa Head (right), and various unnumbered 
subdivisions, between the rugged hills. The dark rectangle at the head of wÔàËÏÕ Harbour is the site of the 
future town of Dunedin. (Courtesy of the Alexander Turnbull Library, National Library of New Zealand, Te 
0ÕÎÁ -àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ Ï !ÏÔÅÁÒÏÁ. ID: records/40148244)  
 
Left: Although estimated at 400,000 acres at the time, the wÔàËÏÕ purchase as defined by the Department 
of Survey and Land Information (DOSLI) was calculated at 533,700 acres. This map shows the native 
ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ wÔàËÏÕ (ÅÁÄÓȟ 4ÁÉÅÒÉ ÁÎÄ -ÏÌÙÎÅÕØ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÅÄȢ (Courtesy of 4ÈÅ .ÇàÉ 
Tahu Report 1991. WAI 27. Page 31, Volume 0ne) 
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Cargill and Burns, two dour and inflexible men worked with Rennie for a time, but a conflict of ideas 
was inevitable, and the scheme gave way to the exclusive Free Church settlement wanted by Burns, 
leaving Rennie little choice but to withdraw, departing not long afterwards to become Governor of 
the Falkland Islands. By 1845 Cargill was the undisputed leader of the scheme ɀ a man who drew 
inspiration from the Mayflower ÐÉÌÇÒÉÍÓ ÏÆ .Å× %ÎÇÌÁÎÄȟ ×ÈÏÓÅ Ȭ×ÉÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÌÙ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÇÕÉÄÅ 
the Otago pioneers.[7] However, the Lay Association of the Free Church ×ÉÔÈ *ÏÈÎ -Ã'ÌÁÓÈÁÎ ɉρψπς״
1864) an Edinburgh lawyer and enthusiastic Free Churchman as its secretary, tasked with selling the 
properties, selecting emigrants, and maintaining the Free Church principles of the scheme, continued 
to have difficult y attracting sufficient investors to make the project financially viable. The New 
Zealand Company gave the Lay Association five years to dispose of the properties, but should it fail, 
the Company reserved the right to dispose of the remainder as it pleased. 
 
)Î ρψτφ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙȭÓ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÅÓ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÏÕÔÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÎÉÁÌ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ 
and the New Zealand Company were settled. The Company was placed in possession of most of the 
land it claimed to have purchased, and the Treasury advanced the sum of £236,000 to the Company, 
partly as a loan and partly in compensation for colonising expenses already incurred.[12]   Wakefield, 
however, was not impressed, being of the opinion the Directors had sold the honour of the Company, 
and the interests of the Colony for money. By granting the Company a loan of almost £250,000, Lord 
Grey had given it  a new lease of life, but had stipulated that if the loan was not repaid by 1850, the 
Company would have to  surrender its Charter.[13] 
 
At last in the early months of 1857 the Lay Association succeeded in gathering together its first party 
of Scottish emigrants. On 27 November 1847, the Philip Laing a wooden barque of 459 tons chartered 
from Laing & Ridley for approximately £1800, left Greenock on the Clyde with 247 passengers 
including the Reverend Dr Thomas Burns and family, arriving at Port Chalmers on 15 April 1848 after 
a passage of 117 days. In that time-honoured tradition of shipboard romances on long voyages, the 
Captain of the Philip Laing, Andrew Jamieson Elles, married Clementine Burns, eldest daughter of 
Thomas and Clementina Burns on 14 June 1848; the ship departed for Wellington the following day. 
The other chartered ship, the John Wycliffe (662 tons), carrying a large quantity of stores and 97 
settlers many of whom were English, had left Gravesend on 22 November, and Portsmouth on 14 
December 1847, with Captain Cargill as Company Agent on £500 per annum on board, reaching Port 
Chalmers on 23 March 1848.  
 
By the time the two ships sailed, only seventy-two properties had been sold to private buyers yielding 
just £8676. Of the 344 persons on the two ships, only fifteen or sixteen held their own land orders; a 
few of the others were relatives of absentee owners.[14]. On arrival, while the women and children 
remained on board, flimsy immigration barracks were assembled on the foreshore; on completion, 
the passengers from the John Wycliffe and Philip Laing disembarked and were segregated into two 
separate buildings that became known as the English and the Scottish barracks ɀ a likely contributing 
ÆÁÃÔÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÉÎÌÙ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÆÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ,ÉÔÔÌÅ %ÎÅÍÙȟȱ 
opposed to the narrow exclusiveness of Scottish Presbyterianism.[14]  
 
The viability of the Otago Scheme depended on land sales, but the Association failed to meet its 
targets and by 1850 had only sold 12,000 acres for £24,000, instead of the projected 60,000 acres. It 
had also overspent its income by £27,000, which ended its partnership with the New Zealand 
Company which collapsed, its assets and liabilities being taken over by the British Government. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Chalmers
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Figure 13.5: View of part of Dunedin and upper harbour from Stafford Street. 1849. Drawn by Charles Henry 
+ÅÔÔÌÅ ɉρψςρ״ρψφςɊȢ 253 x 441 mm. Tinted lithograph by Standidge & Co, Old Jewry, London. Published and 
sold by Trelawney Saunders, 6 Charing Cross, London. (Courtesy of the Alexander Turnbull Library, National 
Library of New Zealand, 4Å 0ÕÎÁ -àÔÁÕÒÁÎÇÁ Ï !ÏÔÅÁÒÏÁ. Ref ID: C-010-001a) 
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Figure 13.6: Dunedin from Little Paisley 1849. The weaving industry in Paisley was in recession throughout 
most of the 1840s and many weavers emigrated ÔÏ /ÔÁÇÏ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ $ÕÎÅÄÉÎ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ȬLittle 
0ÁÉÓÌÅÙȢȭ Watercolour and Gouache 177 x 275 mm by Edward Immyns Abbot, British born surveyor and artist 
(1822ɂ1849). Abbot and Sydney Scraggs won a contract offered by Charles Kettle for the surveying of Otago; 
their section was northwards from the Taieri Plain, including the Taieri Plain. Abbott died on 4 October 1849 
aged 27 in Dunedin; a death notice appeared in the New Zealand Spectator 24 October 1849, but no cause of 
death was recorded. In the distance is Mount Cargill. Acquired by Dr Hocken. (Courtesy of the Hocken 
Collections, Uare Taoka o Hakena, University of Otago. Accession No: 14,414) 

 
For the first 10ɀ12 years, despite the efforts of Charles Kettle and others to encourage the view Otago 
was an Arcadian paradise to attract prospective emigrants (Figs. 13.5, 13.6), Dunedin was a 
depressing little huddle of primitive wooden buildings in a muddy hollow (Fig. 13.7) However, 
salvation was at hand, courtesy of two events. First, the intermittent warfare between the colonial 
government and Northern tribes from 1860 to 1870 in Taranaki and the Waikato. And second, the 
discovery of gold in payable quantities in May 1861 by an Australian prospector Gabriel Read (1825ɀ
1894), in a creekbed near the Tuapeka River, a tributary of the Clutha four miles from Lawrence. On 
28 June 1861 the Tuapeka district was announced to the provincial assembly as a gold-field; by the 
end of July there were over 2000 diggers in Gabriel's Gully, a region that had been completely 
deserted, turning up the ground in all directions (Fig. 13.8). By the end of the year 14,000 miners had 
arrived in Otago, many of them veterans of the California and Victorian goldfields. 

 

 
 
Figure 13.7: Dunedin 1860. Princes Street from the Cutting. Ȱ! ÄÅÐÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÈÕÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÉÍÉÔÉÖÅ ×ÏÏÄÅÎ 
bÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ Á ÍÕÄÄÙ ÈÏÌÌÏ×Ȣȱ [14] The main thoroughfare of Princes Street and its northern extension at the 
Octagon of George Street is still a dirt track. William Meluish; photographer; black and white photograph, gelatin 
silver print. From the album: Early Dunedin, MeluishɀBurtonɀMuir & Moodie. (Courtesy of the Museum of New 
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa: PS003563) 
 


